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PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH. 
The German and Swiss Settlements of Colo- 
nial Pennsylvania : a Study of the so-called 
Pennsylvania Dutch, by Oscar Kuhns. 
New York, Henry Holt & Co., 1901. 268 pp. 
i2mo. 
The first attempt at the comparative study of 
the Pennsylvania German was made by Hal- 
deman in his Pennsylvania Dutch, a Dialect 
of South Germany with an Infusion of Eng- 
lish (1870, published in Philadelphia, 1872). 
In 1889, when the reviewer published his study, 
The Pennsylvania German Dialect, tracing 
the relation of the Pennsylvania German to 
the dialect of the Rhenish Palatinate, there 
was practically no general historical account 
of the Pennsylvania Germans which he could 
consult. Seidensticker's Bilder aus der 
Deutsch-Pennsylvanischen Geschichte (1886), 
was too limited in its scope, and Gibbons' 
Pennsylvania Dutch and other Essays (Ed. 2, 
1874), was but a sketch of life among the Penn- 
sylvania Germans at the present time. Since 
then an extensive literature has grown up, 
treating the early German settlers, not only 
of Pennsylvania but of New York, Maryland, 
Virginia and other states as well. This activity 
is due largely to the efforts of two newly or- 
ganized societies : The Society for the History 
of the Germans in Maryland (founded 1886), 
and the Pennsylvania German Society (founded 
1891). The Maryland Society has published 
among other papers, a History of the German 
Elementin Virginia, by Hermann Schuhricht. 
The Pennsylvania German Society, on the 
other hand, has pursued a definite plan, formed 
soon after the organization of the society, 
taking up the history of the Pennsylvania Ger- 
mans topically and chronologically, and has 
issued many extended studies bearing more 
directly upon the Germans in Pennsylvania. 

While most of this work has been done by 
local historians or antiquarians, it presents 
nevertheless a most creditable array of facts 
relating to the early German settlers of this 
country. As the detailed treatment of separate 
periods and subjects has progressed a number 
of attempts have been made to give to the 
public a general survey of the whole field or 
of the Colonial period in certain parts of the 
field. An early sketch was published in Ger- 



man by Franz Loner in his Geschichte und 
Zustdnde der Deutschen in Amerika (Cin- 
cinnati and Leipzig, 1847). This was followed 
by Friedrich Kapp, Geschichte der deutschen 
Einwanderung in Amerika (Leipzig, 1868), and 
EickhofT, In der neuen Heimath (2nd ed. 
1885). The more recent German immigration 
was treated by Gustav Korner in Das deutsche 
Element in den Vereiniten Staaten, etc., 
1818-1848. Then followed in English a num- 
ber of books dealing with the Palatines and 
Pennsylvania Germans : Cobb, The Story of 
the Palatines (New York, 1897), treating of 
the Palatines, who settled on Livingstone 
Manor, and following them on their wander- 
ings through Schoharie and the Mohawk Val- 
ley, and finally to Pennsylvania ; Beidelman, 
The Story of the Pennsylvania Germans 
(Easton, 1898), dealing with the history, settle- 
ment and life of the Pennsylvania Germans. 
Cobb's book was a readable sketch but lacked 
in historical insight and command of the 
sources. Beidelman's book attempted too 
much and omitted much that was germane 
to the subject, and is hence of little practical 
value for the historian. 

Within the last year two other books have 
appeared, treating of the Pennsylvania Ger- 
mans: one by Miss Lucy Forney Bittinger, 
The Germans in Colonial Times (Philadelphia, 
1900), giving a historical sketch of the early 
German settlements in this country from the 
founding of Germantown by Pastorius to the 
Revolution, drawing its material from well- 
known sources but containing practically noth- 
ing new ; the other by Oscar Kuhns, with the 
title as given above. This work by Prof. 
Kuhns is the first good book on the general 
subject of the Pennsylvania Germans; it is 
clear, comprehensive, and, for the purposes of 
the general reader, adequate. The author is 
himself a Pennsylvania German and has writ- 
ten the book as a labor of love, feeling like 
others, who know, the inadequacy of previous 
accounts. The method of treatment is com- 
parative and the material is drawn from the 
best and latest sources. While previous writers 
on the subject had been content, in dealing 
with the history of the Palatinate, with such 
books as Hausser, Geschichte der rheinischen 
Pfalz, Kuhns has found the newer and richer 
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sources in Riehl's Die Pfalzer and Cultur- 
studien; Freytag's Bilrter cms der deutschen 
Vergangenheit ; Dandliker's Geschichte der 
Schweiz (1893-95); Hofler's Volksmedizin und 
Aberglaube in Oberbayerns Gegenwart und 
Vergangenheit (new ed. 1893); E. H. Meyer's 
Deutsche Volkskunde (1898); Loserth's Der 
Communismus der mahrischen Wiedertaufer 
im 16. u. ij. Jahrhundert (1894) ; Mannhardt's 
Festschrift zu Menno Simon's /poojahriger 
Geburtstagsfeier (1892); Mtiller's Geschichte 
der Bemischen Taufer (1895). 

Kuhns' work includes the following chapters: 
"The Historic Background," giving a clear 
historical perspective of the causes which 
forced the Germans to migrate to America in 
the eighteenth century ; " The Settling of the 
German Counties of Pennsylvania," presenting 
the main facts concerning the various settle- 
ments and laying particular stress upon the 
Swiss German settlers in Lancaster county ; 
"Over Land and Sea," recounting the priva- 
tions and sufferings of the immigrants during 
the sea voyage in the eighteenth century ; 
"Manners and Customs of the Pennsylvania 
German Farmer in the eighteenth century," 
giving an interesting summary of the charac- 
teristic features of Pennsylvania German rural 
life, language, literature and education and 
defending the Pennsylvania German against 
the charge of indifference to education ; "The 
Religious Life," presenting a clear statement 
of the origin and relation of the German sects ; 
"In Peace and War," a brief outline of the 
part played by the Pennsylvania Germans in 
the Revolution, and an appendix, " Pennsyl- 
vania German Family Names," in which the 
author has condensed the results of an original 
and more extended investigation. 

The chapter on the Pennsylvania German 
farmer, although treating a familiar subject, is 
an interesting contribution, in that it traces 
the usages and customs and in some cases 
utensils to their original home in the Rhenish 
Palatinate or in Switzerland. One can see 
here how the peasant instinct.schooled through 
many generations of soil-tillers in those lands, 
which were early touched by Roman agricul- 
ture (a fact that the author and his predecessors 
generally seem to have overlooked) asserted 
itself anew in Pennsylvania, seeking out the 



fruitful lime-stone land and the fertile bottoms 
with such persistency as to push the Scotch- 
Irish settler beyond the Susquehanna into the 
Cumberland Valley. Brief mention is made 
of the Conestoga wagon, the bank barn, the 
houses with their inscriptions as in Germany, 
the care of horses, and many other topics. It 
will doubtless sound very modern to many 
readers to hear the following description of ir- 
rigation employed by a Swiss farmer in Lan- 
caster County in 1754. The passage is quoted 
from Governor Thomas Pownall : 

" I saw some of the finest farms one can con- 
ceive, and in the highest state of culture, par- 
ticularly one that was the estate of a Switzer. 
Here it was I first saw the method of watering 
a whole range of pastures and meadows on a 
hillside, by little troughs cut in the side of the 
hill, along which the water from springs was 
conducted, so as that when the outlets of these 
troughs were stopped at the end, the water 
ran over the sides and watered all the ground 
between that and the other trough next below 
it. I dare say this method may be in use in 
England. I never saw it there, but saw it here 
first." 

There has recently appeared, probably after 
the author had finished his manuscript, an 
elaborate description of the parts of the 
Conestoga wagon in an article by Thomas 
Wilson, entitled : "The Arkansas Traveller" 
(Ohio ArchcBOlogical and Historical Quar- 
terly, Jan. 1900). We note also that the author 
has, perhaps discreetly, passed over the dis- 
cussion of the origin of the Swiss barn 
("Swisser barn ") and the bank barn, and the 
relation of the two types, a question of much 
importance in tracing the origin of Pennsyl- 
vania architecture. A fuller discussion of the 
German houses in Pennsylvania would have 
necessitated some mention of the different 
types still surviving, as for example in Easton, 
Bethlehem and Lititz, and likewise of the 
building material used in the different locali- 
ties, such as the plastered house of the Schuyl- 
kill Valley as contrasted with the plain lime- 
stone house of Lancaster. The account of 
such titles as " king " applied to the peasant 
landholder, "KingHerr," "King of the Oc- 
torara," reminds us of another class of early 
German magnates in Pennsylvania, namely 
the iron kings, a notable representative of whom 
was " Baron " Stiegel, who was for a long time 
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before and during the Revolution the guiding 
spirit in and around Manheim, and whose story 
reads like a romance. 

In the case of folklore the author has not 
had time or space to discriminate and enter 
into detail. The observation of signs and 
seasons in sowing and planting and other mat- 
ters of daily routine is not confined by any 
means to the eighteenth century. As late as 
1900 the reviewer heard one of the most pros- 
perous Germans of Cumberland County say 
that he did all these things, even setting 
vinegar, with strict observance of the phases 
of the moon. Then, too, the practice of pow- 
wowing (" brauche ") is quite as much in vogue 
now in parts of Pennsylvania as it was in the 
eighteenth century. Only two years ago a 
storekeeper near Ephrata had such an exten- 
sive practice as powwower that he went to 
Reading, where he was said to have made 
$50 a day. It is but a few weeks since a suit 
was reported from Allentown in which a man 
sued a practitioner in this art for not having 
saved his cow, notwithstanding the fact that 
the ' Doctor ' had required the plaintiff's wife 
to disrobe and walk around the cow a proper 
number of times. Furthermore many practices 
touching the phases of the moon and others 
are not exclusively Pennsylvania German. 
The reviewer recalls, for example, the practice 
of " warning " to a funeral, the sowing, plant- 
ing and butchering (or " hog-killing ") by the 
phases of the moon and similar customs as in 
vogue in his native state Delaware. 

In a comparative treatment it would have 
been interesting to indicate the influence of 
the Germans on their Pennsylvania neighbors 
or vice versa, for example how the Germans 
have pressed into Welsh settlements and pre- 
served intact their dialect, while the original 
Welshman is unable to speak a syllable of his 
mother tongue. At the recent anniversary of 
the Welsh at Gwynedd the reviewer, who had 
been invited to give an address in German, 
while a native Welshman was asked to speak 
in Welsh, called for a showing of hands and 
found that, while eleven of the audience 
understood German address, the only one 
who understood the Welsh language was the 
Welsh speaker himself. In the case of Penn- 
sylvania German proverbs the English has, as 



might be expected, contributed to the German 
stock, which was brought over. 

In discussing the conservatism of the Penn- 
sylvania German farmer one should state that 
his conservatism is far less persistent in the 
method of tilling the soil. These Germans 
are quite up-to-date in introducing the latest 
forms of improved farming implements such 
as the mower, self-binder, steam thresher, 
hay-fork and others. 

In the list of Pennsylvania German dishes 
we note the omission of one cheese still a great 
favorite in the Harrisburg market, that is 
hofferkas. 

The author has succeeded in giving an in- 
telligible account of the general features of 
Pennsylvania German speech. We do not 
quite approve his calling it a " patois." Then 
again such general statements as that cited in 
Paul's Grundriss i. 538-540, scarcely reach the 
minute characteristics of the provincial dia- 
lects. The statement that pf (initial) was 
"simplified " to/ is philologically misleading; 
the usual statement is that p was not mutated 
to pf in this dialect. The combination tin in 
such words as finne is, of course, due to the 
assimilation of d in the combination nd of 
finden. In the chapters on fruits, trees and 
flowers we should have expected some refer- 
ence to the great cherry groves planted along 
the roads in parts of Pennsylvania, to the ex- 
tensive botanical vocabulary in the dialect of 
these people, and particularly to earlier works 
dealing with American flora, such as Joh. 
David Schoepfs Materia Medica Americana, 
etc. (Erlangen, 1787), and Reise durch einige 
der mittlern siidl. vereinigten nord-american- 
ischen Staaten . . . 1783-1784 (Erlangen, 1788), or 
to Fr. Ad. Jul. von Wangenheim's Beschreib- 
ung einiger nordamericanischen Holz- und 
Buscharten, mit Anwendung auf teutsche 
Forste (Gottingen, 1781). Similar omissions 
might be pointed out in the chapter "In Peace 
and in War," for example, J. E. Rosengarten's 
The German Soldier in the Wars of the United 
States, and Lowell's The Hessians . . . in the 
American Revolution. 

Much might be said of the chapter on "Ger- 
man Family Names," but that would be more 
in place when the larger study on that subject 
appears. It has been a pleasant task to dwell 
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thus on the book of Prof. Kuhns, because it is 
such a good one and must become, for the 
general reader, the authoritative statement for 
some time to come. We cannot recommend 
it too highly to those who wish a correct and 
suggestive account of the early history and life 
of the Pennsylvania Germans. 

M. D. Learned. 
University of Pennsylvania. 



MIMIR-NICKELMANN. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs : — In the light of Prof. Walz's searching 
article (Mod. Lang. Notes, 1901, p. 89), 
Hauptmann has clearly made a systematic 
study of Germanic mythology. Walz accounts 
for the wisdom of the Nickelmann by calling 
attention to the fact that the gift of prophecy 
was attributed to water sprites. He cites 
Golther, Germ. Myth.: Denn die Wasser- 
geister wissen, wie alle Elbe, die Zukunft 
voraus. This characteristic is purely incidental 
here. 

It is very probable that Hauptmann had 
Mimir in mind, and another passage in Golther 
may account for the wisdom of the Nickel- 
mann, Myth. p. 180 : 

"Die Germanen dachten sich darunter (Mimiaz- 
Mimir) einen urweisen Wasserriesen. Seine 
Sohne, die Flusse, stromten zu den Menschen, 
Wer ihrem Ursprung nachging, wo Mimir sein 
Haupt barg, der stand am Urquell alles Wis- 
sens. Der alte, erfahrene, kunstreiche Wald 
und Brunnengeist beriet selbst Odin. 

Paul H. Grummann. 
University of Nebraska. 



ENGLISH easle ' ashes.' 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs: — Permit me to draw attention to a 
strange oversight in the NED. In 1891 the 
editors recorded as obsolete an easle 'hot 
ashes or cinders,' and among the forms of the 
word they quoted isyl as peculiar to the fif- 
teenth century. This isyl, however, we meet 
again as the subject of a new entry in the 
January issue of 1901 under isel, izle, not 
characterized as obsolete by the asterisk, and 
this time the meaning given is ' a spark, an 
ember.' No reference whatsoever is had to 
the lengthy treatment of the word under easle; 
in fact, two of the quotations for easle reappear 



under isil, as does the compound isylcake from 
the Promptorium Parvulorum. The quota- 
tion from Salesbury, which in this Journal I had 
pointed out as missing under easle, is now to 
be found under isel. 

Otto B. Schlutter. 
Hartford, Conn. 



NOTES ON SPANISH ACCENTUA- 
TION. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs :— In 1888 the Spanish Academy formu- 
lated certain rules for the use of the written 
accent in Spanish. As these rules are the only 
authority we have, it would seem that we must 
follow them implicitly until such time as they 
may be supplemented or changed. This is, 
however, not done in texts published in Spain, 
in those edited in this country, or in the pub- 
lications of the Academy itself. I therefore 
append a few notes which I have made regard- 
ing certain differences in usage. For the sake 
of uniformity and exactness these differences 
should be reconciled, a thing which can only 
be done by a rigid application of the rules of 
the Academy. 

The points which I raise are taken from a 
comparison of the following books : 
Gramdtica de la lengua castellana, por la Real 
Academia Espanola, Madrid, 1895; Echegaray, 
O locura 6 santidad, Madrid, 1898 ; Ramsey, 
A text-book of modern Spanish, New York ; 
Traub, The Spanish verb, New York ; Galdos, 
Dona Perfecta, Madrid, 1896 ; Gald6s, DoHa 
Perfecta (ed. Marsh), Boston, 1897 ; Moratfn, 
El si de las ninas (ed. Ford), Boston, 1899 ; 
Alarcon, El capit&n veneno (ed. Ford), Boston, 
1899 ; Velasquez, A new pronouncing diction- 
ary of the Spanish and English languages, 
New York, 1901. 

Shall accents be used on capital letters ? In 
the absence of any definite statement in the 
grammar of the Academy, we may take it for 
granted that they should be indicated in such 
cases, since this is the usage which generally 
obtains in the Academy's publications. A good 
example of such use may be found on p. 54 
of the grammar, where the accented form is so 
frequent, that no doubt can remain as to the 
intention. The same is true of the forms 011 
p. 29, although the omission of the accent in 
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